CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
hourers, should, by means of a smoking chalice found on. the pillar of Trajan, transfer from Lavoisier to an Egyptian priest the honour of the pneumatic theory; or, by the-, bowl of the sacrifice overflowing with blood, painted on a-Mummy, deprive PRIESTLEY of the honour of the discovery of the oxigination of the blood.
To the Arabians, then, is to be ascribed the honour of being the first nation in which chemistry ceased to be nothing more than a knowledge of a few processes in the arts confined to the work-shops of illiterate mechanics. To this nation we are indebted for its application to medicine which was first effected in the tenth century by Rhases, a-physician of the hospital of Bagdad. It now became am object worthy the attention of men of letters and genius. The phenomena of nature were scrutinized with an attentive eye, new processes were instituted for determining her laws, and bodies before supposed simple, were analized by means of newly discovered agents. Such was the situation of chemistry in Arabia, when, by means apparently little favourable to the dissemination of science, it was transplanted into the west of Europe.
Towards the close of the eleventh century all Christendom was roused to arms by the declamation of an obscure individual of the name of Peter, sir named the Hermit. This man, who to the most barbarous ferocity added the most refined cunning, travelled over Europe preaching up a croisade to recover from the hands of the infidels the holy-lsmd. As his hearers were plunged in the most barbarous ignorance, their passions were easily wrought upon, and this man who in the eighteenth century would be confined in a mad-house, or treated with contempt, in the eleventh raised an army of 700,000 men to effect his absurd scheme. This army of which BIGOTRY and SUPERSTITION led the van, and MURDER and RAPINE closed the rear, was composed of men of every rank and profession. And this army, however unfit a medium it may appear for the trans-
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